
2017 LWOW ORIGINAL TEAMS + CHALLENGES
TEAM # CHALLENGE SPONSOR ROLE FIRST SURNAME SCHOOL/ORGANIZATION

1 The Role of In-house Counsel is Evolving Fast: How Can 
Lawyers in Law Firms use Technology to Keep Up?

Eversheds Alumni Advisor Stacy Ruegelin Harvard Law School
Mentor Clifford Larsen Bucerius Law School
Mentor Peter Lederer Miami Law
Mentor Marcia Narine St. Thomas University
Student Trinidad Alonso Bucerius Law School
Student Lukas Mansky IE University
Student Inés Spinnato Fordham Law School
Team Leader Carin Holmes Nokia - NZ
Team Leader Ben Mcleod Eversheds
Topic Expert James Batham Eversheds

2 Mentor? Sponsor? Advisor? What role should law school 
faculty play in student development?

Alumni Advisor Sara Klock Miami Law
Mentor Colin Jones Doshisha Law School
Mentor Marie-Claude Rigaud University of Montreal Faculty of Law 
Mentor Anita Ritchie Design North
Mentor Estelle Segonds-Domart École HEAD
Student Eric (Zhicong) Deng Peking University School of Transnational Law
Student Ashley Menzies Harvard Law School
Team Leader Antonio Leal-Holguin Universidad de los Andes

3 Blind Vision: How can law firms use technology to reduce 
bias in the lateral recruitment process?

DiversityLab Alumni Advisor Marco Pindo Miami Law
Mentor Jacqueline Gasser Beck University of St. Gallen Law School
Mentor Phyllis Weiss Haserot Practice Development Counsel
Student Pilar Ay Pontificia Catholic University of Chile
Student Emilie Clairoux University of Montreal Faculty of Law 
Student Caroline Dos Santos University College London Faculty of Laws
Team Leader Alex Rattner Fowler White
Team Leader Geevith Rubakumar ParDONE
Topic Expert Lisa Kirby Diversity Lab

4 Changing Climates, Shifting Needs: How can Alt.Legal 
leaders take a bigger role in access to justice?

Avvo Alumni Advisor Andrea Tang IHEID
Mentor Anna Ronkainen Trademarknow
Mentor John Stewart Rossway Swan
Mentor Rita Shackel University of Sydney Law School
Student Kwame Adzatia University of the Witwatersrand
Student Minsora Boya IHEID
Team Leader Steve Mehr Alston & Bird LLP
Team Leader Sebastian Zarate Pontificia Catholic University of Chile/University of 

Florida College of Journalism andCommunications
Topic Expert Gillian Amas Avvo

5 Friend rather than foe – how can the law enable a better 
life for migrants held in detention?

Janders Dean Alumni Advisor Courtney Rickersey Griffith Law School
Mentor Moray Mclaren Redstone Consulting



Mentor Richard Zhang Peking University School of Transnational Law
Student Joshua Ajamu Bucerius Law School
Student James Dong University of Sydney Law School
Student Joseph May University College London Faculty of Laws
Team Leader Zack Knechtel United Nations Office of the SRSG for Food

Security and Nutrition
Team Leader Liz Rieser-Murphy Legal Aid Society
Topic Expert Justin North Janders Dean

6 Weakest Link or Front Line Fighter: How can law firms 
lead cybersecurity services for clients?

Alumni Advisor Bar Sandarovich Bucerius Law School
Mentor Jameson Dempsey Kelley Drye
Mentor Stephanie Abbott Janders Dean
Mentor MariCruz Taboada Iberian Lawyer
Student Deborah Attolini University of St. Gallen Law School
Student Erick Gavin Miami Law
Student Ivet Huaman Bucerius Law School
Team Leader David O'donovan Clifford Chance
Team Leader Diego Valenzuela LATAM

7 Strategize This: How can external counsel help in-house 
counsel manage legal as a business?

Alumni Advisor Chelsea Pellegrino University of Montreal Faculty of Law 
Mentor Egle Lauraityte Vilnius University
Mentor Atish Lakhani Jumeirah
Mentor Rob Rosen Miami Law
Student Tracy Geiger LATAM
Student Ruchir Maharaj University College London Faculty of Laws
Student Sharon Yin University of Sydney Law School
Team Leader Koren Grinshpoon Columbia Law School
Team Leader Michael Land PwC

8 Growing Pains: How does a legal department stay 
functional, flexible, and sustainable from startup to 
Fortune 500?

Spotify Alumni Advisor Simphiwe Maqubela University of the Witwatersrand
Mentor Matan Ganani Never Empty
Mentor Paul Mccormack HSBC
Mentor Lyhe Rotem IE University
Mentor Marco Salgado Pontificia Catholic University of Chile
Student Keabetswe Magano University of the Witwatersrand
Student Mike Simeon University of Montreal Faculty of Law 
Student Olivia Zhou Peking University School of Transnational Law
Team Leader Adam Chen Spotify
Team Leader Benjamin Helldén-Hegelund Spotify
Topic Expert Randeep Grewal Spotify

9 Cogito ergo sum: how can cognitive technologies 
transform the way financial institutions deal with the 
impact of regulatory change on their lending 
documentation?

Pinsent Masons Alumni Advisor Michelle Fox Maurer School of Law, Indiana University University
Mentor James Peters LegalZoom
Student Aslihan Alparslan University College London Faculty of Laws
Student Abhishek Asthana Wharton School of Business



Student Caio Santos University of São Paulo
Team Leader Stacey Bairner Pinsent Masons
Team Leader Stephen Makin HSBC
Team Leader Russell Mascarenhas Lloyds
Topic Expert Orlando Conetta Pinsent Masons

10 Client Confidentiality in the Digital Era: How can law firms 
strengthen their cybersecurity measures?

Alumni Advisor Lisa Weihser IHEID
Mentor Netta Abres Insight
Mentor Andy Daws Riverview Law
Student Onur Dur IHEID
Student Nicolás Gálvez Universidad Francisco Marroquín
Student Alidia Lee Griffith Law School
Team Leader Jon Broder Mymotioncalendar
Team Leader Ozzy Gdalevitch University of Montreal Faculty of Law 

11 Legal Department 2020: How can in-house legal 
departments use AI to realize greater efficiencies?

Microsoft Alumni Advisor Maame Boateng University of the Witwatersrand
Mentor Magnus Stein Agreement 24
Mentor Peter Sudbury Molo Tech
Student Jane Jeong Harvard Law School
Student Malik Ong University of St. Gallen Law School
Student Lachlan Robb Griffith Law School
Team Leader Chad Fischer Microsoft
Team Leader Emily Schlesinger Microsoft
Topic Expert Hannah Lepow Covington

12 Lawyering beyond borders: How can global legal 
practices streamline multi jurisdictional working by 
leveraging virtual tech?

Interlaw Alumni Advisor Ana Belon Bordes IE University
Mentor Leon Atkins Obsey International
Mentor Christian Rioult Baker & Mckenzie
Student Ophélie Mivedor École HEAD
Student Hallgrimur Tómasson Bifröst University
Student Antonio Weinberger Pontificia Catholic University of Chile
Team Leader Diogo Duarte ribiero Citibank
Team Leader Alex Marshakova The Boston Consulting Group
Topic Expert Glenn Cunningham Interlaw
Topic Expert Imogen Lee Interlaw

13 Legal Efficacy, Consumer Demand, and Market 
Approach: How Can Contract Visualizations Turn From 
Concept Into Reality?

LegalZoom Alumni Advisor Jackie Kaleel Miami Law
Mentor Andres Jara Alster Legal
Mentor Juuso Turtiainen Deloitte
Student Nicole Manganiello Fordham Law School
Student Gloria Molins ESADE
Student Zachary Windham Miami Law
Team Leader Ido Dembin Herzog, Fox, And Neeman
Team Leader Crisleine Yamaji Demarest
Topic Expert Vanessa Butnick davis LegalZoom



14 Defying Death by Disclaimer: How Can In-house Lawyers 
efficiently manage the Legal Risks of Consumer 
Marketing in a Digital, Customer Centric World?

Bupa Alumni Advisor Laura Callava American Venture Solutions Eb-5
Mentor Claire Atkinson Bupa
Mentor Bertrand Bussiere École HEAD
Mentor Preetha Chakrabarti Crowell & Moring
Mentor Peggy Hollander Succession Group
Mentor Emma Zipper Bupa
Student Hannah-Elisabeth Dellemann Bucerius Law School
Student Laurène Drossart École HEAD
Student Jennifer (Yidan) Li Peking University School of Transnational Law
Team Leader Alexandra Eadie Bupa
Team Leader Janina Stansson Bupa
Topic Expert Diego Gomez palacio borboa Bupa

15 Culture of Mergers, Merger of Cultures: How to Get the 
Right Mix when Law Firms Combine

Alumni Advisor Christopher Komari Maurer School of Law, Indiana University
Mentor Ray Campbell Peking University School of Transnational Law
Mentor Dan Lear Avvo
Mentor Candice Nichol Simmons & Simmons
Student John Fogleman Miami Law
Student Kevin Xu Stanford Law School
Team Leader Alexis Caught Nabarro
Team Leader Paul Decoster Marlin Hawk

16 Carrots and Sticks: What should be done when signatory 
countries and courts fail to uphold international 
obligations? 

LATAM Alumni Advisor Amina Yuda University of the Witwatersrand
Mentor John Flood Griffith Law School
Mentor Jack Giraudo Olin
Student Sebastian Arnold IE University
Student Marina Coppola LATAM
Student Martín La rosa LATAM
Team Leader Helga Authunsdottir Bifröst University
Team Leader Rico Williams Apple
Topic Expert Claudia Pavez LATAM


